
JESUS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
Adapted from Jesus in the Spotlight by Kay Arthur with Cyndy Shearer 

 
KEY PASSAGE: John 3:22-36 
FOCUS: Spotlight- He Must Increase; I Must Increase 
MEMORY VERSE: John 4:23-24 
 
 
 

LESSON 
(Note to teacher: Read/teach the lesson to the students; be sure to allow them enough time to look up verses 

and engage with the Scripture independently. Each student should have the printed Scripture and colored 
pencils. Write the key words/symbols on the whiteboard before class..) 

 
I. Introduction 

Sometimes a movie director will use a spotlight when filming. What’s the purpose of a spotlight? To 
direct attention on someone or something. Today, we’re returning to a character that we studied the first 
month--John the Baptist. He shows up again after Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus. He’s already shown a 
spotlight on Jesus, but he’s going to do it again-an even brighter spotlight than before.  

But first, let’s get a little background for this passage. God had appointed John the Baptist to prepare 
the way for Jesus’ arrival. What was he doing? Baptizing and telling men to repent of their sins When John the 
Baptist started this, no one knew who Jesus was. In fact, it was John the Baptist who first pointed out Jesus 
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” After John baptized Jesus, he 
continued with his ministry, still baptizing and calling men to repentance. At the same time, Jesus started his 
ministry, and through miracles and teaching, was drawing more and more followers.  

Some of John’s friends felt jealous on his account. John was here first. John started this movement. 
Why was Jesus getting all of the attention? They griped about this to John. How do you think John will respond 
to Jesus getting more attention than him? That’s what we’ll find out when we read this.  

Our KEY WORDS are really simple today: JESUS, GOD, and the SPIRIT. But we’re going to be looking 
at pronouns too. Do any of you know what a pronoun is? A pronoun is a word that substitutes for another word. 
Like He instead of “Jesus” or Him in place of “Father”. Don’t worry if you don’t get it right now. We’ll go through 
the passage together and I’ll help you find the pronouns for our KEY WORDS.  
 

II. Prayer 
Whenever we study God’s Word, we need to start with prayer. It is only through the Holy Spirit that we’ll 

understand and believe this. Let’s pray together. Pray with students. Pray for their prayer requests too. 
 
 
III. KEY WORDS  

Read through John 3:22-36 with the students, marking KEY WORDS as you read.  
 

IV. 5 W’s and an H 
Now that we’ve marked our KEY WORDS, let’s ask our 5 W’s and an H questions. Who can remind us 

what those are? WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY, and HOW 
 
I’ve got a few questions already written for you, but I want to first ask you: What of those questions do you 
have about this passage? What would you ask? Allow students to ask their own questions about the passage. 



Work through them together as a class. Use the written questions as a guideline or prompt if the students are 
struggling.  
 
WHERE was Jesus and his disciples? _________________________________________________________ 
 
WHERE was John and his disciples? __________________________________________________________ 
 
WHO is the bridegroom? (v. 
29)_______________________________________________________________ 
 
WHAT does John call himself? (v. 29) _________________________________________________________ 
 
WHAT is the job of the friend of the bridegroom? (v. 29) Some children may not have been to a wedding. Tell 
them a little about the Best Man’s job. Compare it to going to a friend’s birthday party. If it’s not your birthday, 
you’re there to celebrate your friend--point to your friend, not yourself.  
 
WHO is above all? (v. 31) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHO utters the words of God? (v. 34) _________________________________________________________ 
 
WHAT remains on whoever does not obey the Son? ______________________________________________ 
 

 
 

V. Application 
John’s friends were upset that John wasn’t claiming glory and popularity for himself. They thought that 
he deserved to be more famous than Jesus. But John wasn’t angry at all. He was excited that he was 
allowed to point everyone to Jesus.  
 
If you believe in Jesus, do you point your friends to Him or to yourself? Are you happy when Jesus gets 
the attention, even if you dont’? John recognized that Jesus is above all-He is the supreme sovereign. 
When we think of Jesus, we need to remember that is above all else; it’s our joy to point other people to 
Him.  
 
If you do not obey Jesus and believe Him, beware. John warns us that God’s wrath, his burning anger 
is on all those who disobey and refuse to believe in Jesus.  

 

VI. MEMORY VERSE 

We’ll be starting new memory verses for the next 4 weeks. Review the verses with the kids and play the video 
if you wish. 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-fAKXdhEZw 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-fAKXdhEZw


STORYBOARD 

“When a director plans a movie, he first creates what is known as a storyboard. A storyboard is a rough 
sketch of each of the main scenes in a movie.” (p. 7, Jesus in the Spotlight) We’ve been working together to 
create a storyboard for the first chapter. If you were to draw a picture that shows the main point of John 
2:13-22, what would it be?  

Ask students to draw a picture of the main theme/events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Student Page: ___________________________________________ 

Instructions: Use colored pencils or crayons to mark each of the KEY WORDS with its unique symbol. 
 

JOHN 3 
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there with 

them and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was 

plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in 

prison). 

25 Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And 

they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore 

witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot receive 

even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I 

am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. 

The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. 

Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in 

an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to what he has seen 

and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, 

that God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without 

measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in 

the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 

remains on him. 

 

 

 

 



WHERE was Jesus and his disciples? _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
WHERE was John and his disciples? __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
WHO is the bridegroom? (v. 
29)_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
WHAT does John call himself? (v. 29) _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
WHAT is the job of the friend of the bridegroom? (v. 29) 
 
 
WHO is above all? (v. 31) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
WHO utters the words of God? (v. 34) _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
WHAT remains on whoever does not obey the Son? ______________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 
 
 


